Approved For Release 2003/08/12 : CIA-RDP82-00457R01 480029001 0-0 




CLASS! FI CAT I ON 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


SECRET 


INFORMATION REPORT 


REPORT NO. 
CD NO. 


COUNTRY Korea 

SUBJECT North Korean Mines 


DATE DISTR. 15 November 1952 
NO. OF PAGES 3 


DATE OF 
25X1 INFO. 

25X1PLACE 

ACQUIRED 


NO. OF ENCLS. 

(LISTED BELOW) - — 


SUPPLEMENT TO 
REPORT NO. 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE: 
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 79J 
AND 79*t, OF THE U.S* CODE, AS AMENDED* ITS TRANSMISSION OR REVE“ 
25X LATION ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS I 
PROHIBITED BY LAW, THE REPRODUCTION 0F.THI5 FORM IS PROHIBITED* 


ccepx as notea 


THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 













Approved For Release 2003/08/12 : CIA-RDP82-00457R01 480029001 0-0 


SECRET 


- 2 - 


25X1 


25X1 

3 . 


The mine was producing gold ore. The production goal for 1952 was set at 
three and one half tone of pure gold.^ All of the gold from the mine was being 
transported to the USSR to pay for weapons and equipment for the North Kprean 
army a It was shipped by truck from Hol-gol to Kumhwa-ri ( 126-20, 38-51) 
(BU-6903), and by temporary light railroad from Kumhwa-ri to Samdung , 

(126-11, 39-OO) (BU-5620) railroad station jBU-570195) ^ From Samdung the 
gold was shipped to the USSR by way of Pyongyang or Wonsan by train. 


Chinnamp’o Gold Refinery 


4. On 25 June 1952 there was a gold refinery at 210 Chisan-dong in Chinnamp’o 
City (125-24, 38-44) (1C-O989) • This plant was engaged in refining gold 
which had been mined in Hwanghae Province 0 The plant employed 280 men and 
150 women,, who yere conscripted for a 6-month period a,nd paid an average of 
l60 North Korean won per day. The manager of the plant was KIM Mun-hwang 
(6855/2429/1854), and his assistant was SONG Cha-yol ( 1345/131X/3525 ) . The 
refinery processed about 10 tons of gold ore daily. 

Unhung -dong Coal Mine 


5» On 15 August 1952 there was a coal mine at Unhung-dong (125-23, 39-36) (YD-O586), 
operated by 400 male miners who were working in three shifts and producing 25 
tons of coal daily. The manager of the mine was KIM Hwa-chip (6855/0735/7162) , 
and the assistant manager was 0 Xong-kun (0702/3l44/2704) 0 


Monazite Mining 


6. On 1 August 1952, monazite was being mined in the area between Kangdi 1 on -dong 
(125-23, 38-27) (YC-0858) and Nae-dong (125-30, 38-27) (YC-1858) •' Conscripted 
laborers have bpen working an 8-hour day in this area from May 1947 to August 
1952, These laborers were conscripted for a 6-month period, and were then 
relieved by a similar group. During the period mentioned, approximately 7,000 
. laborers have produced an estimated 25,000 tons of monazite. Of this amount, 
about one -third has been shipped by truck to various pla ces in the USSR. The 
remainder was piled throughout the mining area. 


7 . Production was halted during the first 2 months of the Korean conflict, but 
was started again in September 1950. On 1 August 1952 production was halted 
again, and 16 trucks began to haul the stockpiled monazite to Sinhwanp 1 o-ri 
(125-36, 38-28) (YC-2760), where it was being loaded aboard boats for shipment 
to Sinuiju by way of Chinnanrp’o ; In Sinuiju it was to be transhipped to the 
USSR by way of Manchuria. An estimated 200 North Korean soldiers were assigned 
to the mining area as security troops . 


Sok c hong-ni Monazite Mine 

8. On 7 August 1952 there was a monazite mine at Sokchong-ni (125-17* 38-22) - 
(XC-9949). Mining operations were spread over an area of 520,000 p 'yong. 3 
The mine was producing 3 to 4 tons of monazite daily. There were 380jnen and 
140 women, most of whom had been mobilized from North and South Hamgyong 
Provinces. Three Chinese Communists were acting as advisers at the mine. 


Zinc Stockpile and Shipment 

9. On 6 July 1952 nearly 100,000 sacks of zinc ore were piled up in the area of 
a railroad tunnel near the Puktae-ch'on River in a . spot at approximately 
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128-53* kO-kO (M- 915 03 3) , An estimated 3*000 North Korean Labor Party 
members and Communists were employed there every night from 9 p.m, to 5 a.i. 
transporting the ore to the railroad station at Tongnam. Here the ore was 
loaded onto 25 freight cars, which were pulled to the Tanch*on railroad 
station5 by 2 locomotives. At Tanch’on the cars were switched to the tracks 
of the Ha m gyong main line for further transportation northward to an unknown 
destination o 
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Comment , Gold ore is undoubtedly intended. 


Comment . There are 1,200 p'yong in one acre. 


no coordinates for Tanch'on rail- 


road station, but probably the Tanch'on railroad station at 128-5*1-, *1-0-27 
(DV-9277) is intended. 
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